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 . . Beautiful, but very much a one woman show, Madonna's first solo album, produced by
Patrick Leonard, is a great and true pop masterpiece. The collection includes the never-before-

released song, "I'll Remember," which will be featured in Madonna's upcoming film,
"Evita." . . . I've been listening to the album repeatedly, trying to get in the groove, trying to get

as deep into the groove as I possibly can. I'm not always ready to get there, but it is a great
album. . . . I really have had a chance to sit down with the album and really examine it, listen to
it over and over again and really try to capture its essence. It's an amazing record. It contained

eight studio recordings, one of which, "Express Yourself," was a duet with Jimmy Sommerville
of The Only Ones. The album marked Madonna's first time working with producer Patrick
Leonard, who would be featured on five more Madonna albums. The album was released on

September 9, 1990 in the United States, and September 22 in the United Kingdom. The album
peaked at number 2 on the Billboard 200 and number 1 on the UK Albums Chart, the first time

a female artist had achieved this feat. The album made both singles "Vogue" and "Like a
Prayer" Hot 100 top ten singles. In the wake of the success of her second studio album, the
singer continued to have big hits with songs from her third album. They include "Vogue"
(1991), "Like a Prayer" (1991), "Material Girl" (1991), and "Justify My Love" (1991).

Recording and music In January 1990, Madonna enlisted the help of producer Patrick Leonard
for her upcoming studio album, taking the singer's career into a new musical direction, moving
her into a more "pop" and dance oriented sound. The first song the singer brought to him was

"Express Yourself", a dance track she felt Leonard could work on. Leonard took the song back
to New York, and after a month of work, was able to finish the song. He then incorporated the
song into the album track list. The song's lyrical content is very much like the ballads Madonna
had been releasing for several years. For instance, "Soul Rebel" is a reggae-inspired song, while

"Why" and "Keep It Together" are confessional ballads.
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