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The classic Pink Floyd album 'Wish You Were Here' was recorded in four days in May 1976 in
Richmond, Virginia and you can almost imagine the band sitting around looking up at the stars. This
was the first time their manager, Peter Jenner, arranged for a portable two-track tape machine to be

wheeled in to capture the band during recording sessions that would otherwise have been sonic
scrap heap of cacophonousness. The result is a stunning document of the band in peak form both

musically and lyrically, with the impact of the group's new wave composition emphasised by Roger
Waters' haunting vocal delivery and especially the majestic, haunting and gloriously grand closing

instrumental 'Shine On You Crazy Diamond'. Roger Waters explains how Pink Floyd's 'Wish You Were
Here' found its way to Mercury Records. 'The three of us were sitting round a table one day and I
said to the other two, 'What a shame that this album has never been recorded by anybody else, I

would love to hear somebody else's take on this album,' and I remember the light bulb going off in
their eyes and they looked at me and said, 'Hey we've got a proposition, why don't we do an album
together? Let's just do an album together, it'll be really fun. I'll write some songs and you guys can

sing them, we can do it for nothing.' And it started with the idea that we were going to make a
record with the four of us playing together, and I just had this idea of doing the most epic

arrangement, this huge song and then we all looked at each other and said, 'Sounds good,' so we
just dove in and did it and it was so good to play again. And we had a lot of fun doing it - we just

seemed to be sitting round the table in a state of reverie, playing and singing. And we ended up with
this album - which is such a great record.' The album found its way to Mercury Records, who decided
to release it as a single project. It was certified platinum five times, eventually selling three million

copies around the globe.
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A regular attendee at concerts by Pink Floyd, who says he "lives and breathes" each of their albums,
is Geoff Emerick. The engineer for the band (and their live albums) and also a prolific studio

producer, Emerick left the group around the same time as Syd Barrett to become a sound engineer
at EMI. To date, only a few recording sessions have been released as albums, most notably with

'Obscured By Clouds'. A well-known figure in the Pink Floyd business, Emerick has worked with the
band since the mid-1960s and is credited on all of their studio albums to date. It should be noted

that Syd Barrett was never credited as a session musician, and Emerick states that the frontman's
contributions were very limited and typically very brief. On the 1979 live album 'Wish You Were

Here' as well as the 2006 boxed set 'The Final Cut', Barrett provided lyrics for certain tracks. Emerick
made a cameo appearance in 'The Final Cut' on the CD insert photo of the adidas group that features
David Gilmour, Wright and Mason. Emerick has recently been credited with recording material, and
perhaps with producing material, that included some songs by Syd Barrett. The Five Live: Pink Floyd
- Live at Pompeii (Live at Pompeii) (ABC Records [9-CD, Set] (444814436228) [CD]), is their first and

probably their best live album. It was recorded at the "Pink Floyd" show on June 13, 1973 and
features the band's second performance of "Shine On You Crazy Diamond" ever. The concert, which
was performed for an audience of just over 23,000, was broadcast live across the UK on Rediffusion
Television. The total radio airplay of this album is 651,905. All the other members of the band are
present except for Richard Wright who plays the Mellotron. The first half of the album is all Floyd

material and the second half is solo performances by Waters. It was released on June 5, 1974 in the
UK and on June 24, 1974 in the US. 5ec8ef588b
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